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TEACHING AND RESEARCH FOR OUR KIDS’ FUTURE

GALADANCHI BELLO HABEEB
From Primary School

Abstract: The relationship between teaching and research has been established a long time, but what is apparent is how they need
each other even more at this turn of the century. While it is easy for teachers to follow a book and teach the content inside, there is
no doubt that everyday research is more effective in finding new and updated ways to educate students. This paper will touch on
appreciating the result of research and curiosity in our daily lives, how to harness the power of curiosity for primary school students
and also dabble on the impact of research on good teaching and parenting.

Introduction

When [ was a kid, I used to ask my father a lot of questions. I remember when I was around 5-6, I asked him about what is outside
the sky. He told me that its space, so I asked what’s in space, he said there are stars and planets. The sun is our star, and earth is our
planet. I asked what’s outside the solar system, he said the solar system is in the Milky Way galaxy. I kept asking questions, and he
kept answering. As a result, my father had to learn more about space just because of, and he bought lots of children books and videos
cassettes about space for me. I was curious, and my father had to do some research just to educate me. He became my first science
teacher.

- Albert Einstein was so curious about how light travels in space. Eventually, he discovered that gravitation bends light, and that is
how he came up with the theory of relativity

- Tu Youyou’s curiosity lead to breakthrough in medicine on how to treat malaria, saving countless lives.

- Yuan Longping’s curiosity lead to breakthrough in hybrid rice that led to eradicating hunger in many parts of the world.

- The point I want to drive here is we are all alive because of curiosity, and curiosity drives research.

Teaching & Research

Teaching research has revealed that a designed and customized lesson is 78% more effective that a text book dependent lesson. This
means, instead of just teaching students what is in the text book, teachers design each lesson and the entire unit according to the
world, environment and reality of their students.

One aspect of lesson design is making simple customized story books using all the elements of grammar, vocabulary and morals
taught to student, highlighting their world, and other possible things they might encounter in their lives.

The story book the unit titled “Let’s Go Travelling” and it brings together what I taught the students about where they can travel near
their homes in Beijing, in their country China, outside their country and the different means of transportation. It also touches on how
to prepare when traveling and how to be safe during a trip. Having me, their teacher as a “baby” and the main character of the story
attracts their attention, entertains them and makes the story personal and relatable. This isn’t something unique, its just the modern
way of teaching and laying foundation for a competitive economy.

Research & Science

To keep up with the change of times, curriculum adjustment is an everyday thing for us, and at this point, a lot less theory is
recommended and practical skills are more useful. This will unlock their curiosity and inspire their technical and creative minds. By
understanding how a motor and battery works, they can think critically about different problems these two parts can solve in their
everyday life. Right now, they can understand how they work on a vacuum cleaner, fan, water pump, electrical cars and drilling
machines. We don’t know what problems might arise when they get older, and would need a battery and motor to solve them. But
now, the concept is in the back of their minds, and they can imagine with it as they encounter possible applications and or understand
how other devices in their lives work. By the time they reach secondary school, their curriculum will focus more on how to invent
and solve daily problems with this concept, and only God knows what amazing things they will do in universities.
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Using their language to teach helps them understand the concept so fast, and it was easy to transition the lesson into assembly and
application.

Making Lessons Fun

Kids are kids everywhere around the world, and nature is so powerful that they can’t be changed. They learn best when they are
happy, excited and from each other. When a teacher brings himself down to their level, thinks like them, acts like them and plays with
them, they connect to the teacher very well and learn better.

Teaching young children from Kindergarten to Primary 2 needs a teacher who will mix playing, jokes, silliness, childishness and
learning. It is important to understand that children’s education is the foundation of any reasonable society with a strong economy.
This means, teachers of early childhood education are significant to the future of a country, and they must be treated with utmost
importance. They must be taken cared of very well, financially, emotionally and professionally. They are significant assets to a nation.
A country that knows what it’s doing will import these teachers to secure the future of their children and economy.

As teachers, our job is not just to teach them what we are told to teach them, but to help them become more curious, to inspire them
to think critically, to ask questions and guide them towards exploring their curiosity.

Harness the Power of Curiosity

Teachers need the unleash the potential of students by making them more curious. This can be done by searching for new
breakthrough in teaching techniques, always watching other teachers and learning what they do very well, by always discussing with
your team leaders on effective teaching techniques, by being creative and experimenting new methods of teaching, and carefully
observing the results

In addition, teachers should payi attention to students curiosity, interest and learning more about them and finding effective ways
to applying them in lessons, encourage students to be curios, the think critically and listen to the opinion of their peers and design
lessons that encourage students to research information offline and online, to document and discuss their results.

Good Teaching and Parenting Relies on Research

1 just became a father on 7th of August, when I first saw my daughter, I had rush of emotions I’ve never imagined, but by the end of
the day, what I’m sure of is:

- 1. I am responsible for my daughter’s safety and security. As teachers, we must ensure that our students feel safe around us, feel
comfortable to be kids, which will help them like us and want to know more about us.

- 2. I must research how to raise my daughter well, so that she can have a good life. As teachers, we must look out for new and
effective ways to teach our students so that they can be successful in life.

- 3. I must pay attention to the interest of my daughter, and develop that interest. As teachers, we must understand the interest of our
students, their lives, what they like and learn more about it. We can use it to design our lessons, to make activities, to organize games
and many more things that they can learn from.

- 4. My daughter will not be perfect, but I must love her and do my best to give her a very good life. Our students might not be perfect
but we should love them and do our best to give them the best education. This will help make the world a better place. E
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